The GLASGOW BAR ASSOCIATION

Executive Committee Meeting

Via Video Conferencing

on

Monday 10th January 2022 @ 5.45pm
MINUTES
· Sederunt: DF, MG, TM, AH, FMcK, EG, LG, ER, TMuir, SA, PM, DZ, AL, LC

· Apologies for Absence: N/A 
· Minutes of Last Meeting: Approved DF Seconded SA subject to following minor amendments

· DF and TMuir for library sub committee

· JB in the CPD sub Committee

· Treasurer’s Report:
Accounts in Credit 
· President’s Report (See Action Points)
· Membership: 224 rejoined. 137 have not rejoined. We will keep encouraging others to join.
· CPD: Looking at the family weekend for 18/19th March. Discussions about whether this should go ahead given omicron. Agreed it will be dependent on restrictions. Ethics TCPD has been organised. The CPD sub committee will meet to discuss future CPD.. 
· Social Ideas: Committee will organise dinner. Quiz will be considered, but later in year when restrictions are lifted. 
· Matters requiring Special Attention
· Court Issues 
1. Holiday court boycott: there have been 3 boycotts since the last time we met. All 3 times, membership has held firm. Believe no one from the membership has appeared in those holiday courts. We have the 5% increase coming in March, and there may be an announcement alongside this that there will also be a holiday payment fee introduced. The recent release of the justice committee report appears to be onside. 
2. Court programme: Priority trials are going ahead presently. No multiple accused unless they are priority. It is unclear whether we have to appear to adjourn non-priority trials, and we will have to clarify that. Loading for court 20 is an issue. Think the SP will say it is lack of engagement with PIDMS, and we should encourage members to engage with that also. There is experience even with the committee that the PIDMs are not always easy to book. TM suggesting we collect evidence from members about issues and raise with SP. 

3. LANT Updates: TM will be proposed member given FMcK stepping down. They will liase with each other about this. 
4. Association meetings with SG: The SSBA and the Law society had a meeting 22nd Dec 2021 with SG, and are meeting again next week. DF will report back. 
5. COPFS Updates: Court programme has mostly covered any issues. MG and EG will meet with PFs is there are to be any meetings. 

· Organisational issues: Will try and get next meeting in court, DF will clear with SCTS  
· Constitutional Issues: Constitutional committee to meet
· A.O.C.B
· Duty plan: The vote was to not come off the plan. Other bars voted unanimously to come off. Accepted that Glasgow is probably unique to other bars where coming off does have more of an impact. DF has reached out to the solicitors who did not participate in the COP26 strike and only JF responded. There was a discussion around further action.  We will survey members about next steps in due course.
· Employment judgement re Rape Crisis Scotland: Raised by PM. SB of Rape Crisis has been heavily criticised in a recent employment tribunal.  Detailed discussion surrounding GBA response to same and agreed not to become involved. 
· Current Consultations for Information & Consideration 
· SLAB accounts assessment consultation: Response already completed 
· SLAB Civil eligibility assessment consultation: AH, TM and AL to consider
· Not proven consultation: PM and SA to consider
The committee would also like to extend its congratulation to EG, who has been made a part time sheriff, and to all successful candidates. 

· Next Meeting – Monday 7th March 2022 at 17.45. 
contd….Action points/

	Action
	Owner
	Close
	Continue

	Membership
	ALL
	Continue to next meeting
	2021-2022 membership drive

	CPD
	Education Sub committee
	Continue to next meeting
	Update

	Social Ideas
	Social Sub committee
	Continue to next meeting
	Monitor


